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MUST BOOKS 





(You know your own market on these. It is virtually predictable. ) 


August 17 yw 
Lincoln, Joseph THE PEEL TRAIT Appleton-Century 


Cape Cod in the Joe Lincoln vein has become more of a type than the Cape 
itself, and the great American public seems always ready for moree Nothing partic— 
ularly outstanding in this new novel — but it wont disappoint the Lincoln fans, 
Pleasant reading, safe for the conservative audience, enough romance, plus its quota 
of tears and smiles, and the crooked dealers get their just desert, and the right— 
eous prosper. Advertising backing. $2.00 ~ 


August 22 
Kelland, Clarence Budington THE JEALOUS HOUSE Harper 


The best thing Kelland has done for some time — more meaty, wider appeal, 
to old and young, men and women. A romance, far and away better than the average, 
against the background of the shifting panorama of financial circles during the years 
(1885-1914) which saw the birth of large corporations, the gold versus silver prob— 
lem, and the increasing importance of international relations.’ Again and again comes _ 
the conflict between the personal interests of the characters, and the larger inter— 
ests of the House of Phillipse and Van Horn responsible for the security of thousands 
who trusted its integrity. Jan, the central figure, is one of the most appealing 
characters imaginable. Sure of a good sale and wide circulation, and a safe choice 


for men who want good fiction with sound business background. $2.00 
August 24 
Rogers, Samuel DUSK AT THE GROVE Little, Brown 


Unanimous choice of the judges in the Atlantic Monthly prize contest, and 
a book that stands well that acid test, — the searching eye of criticism always di- 
rected toward a "prize winner", But — mark this -— it is not a book for the general 
run of devotees of pleasant, light reading. It is definitely a book for a discrim- 
inating market, particularly for those readers who rejoice in a new form of litera- 
ture. This marks a milestone in the "stream of consciousness" form of writing, intro- 
ducing as challenging a divergence from the conventionalized "stream of consciousness" 
as O'Neill presented the drama in his Strange Interlude. There is no slowing up of 
the processes of thought; even action seems forwarded in the way which Samuel Rogers 
handles his medium. And, while building the plot skeleton, rounding the corners as 
it were, he also breathes life into his characters. The book presents two decades 
in the lives of members of a very delightful and very normal American family, against 
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a background of the family summer home, near Newport, Rhode Island. Action is foc- 
ussed on the years 1909, 1919, 1929 — but one feels, on finishing the book, that 
each member of the family has grown into one's consciousness, that one's field of 
acquaintance has been pleasantly enlarged. ‘There is humor and philosophy and sym- 
pathetic understanding in the telling of the story. The publishers will back it 
with a large advertising and promotion investment. $2.50 


SPECIAL NOTE 





A better outlook for increased sales this time. Three books (reviewed 
above) on which investment means certain return, a fair number of sound buys in such 
authors as Somerset Maugham, with an ommibus volume; Rose Macaulay with a new novel, 
Going Abroad; Charles Caldwell Dobie in the best novel he has given his public, 
Portrait of a Courtesan; and a new Faith Baldwin. Add to these high spots in Stark 
Young's So Red The Rose, Buchan's The Free Fishers, Alec Waugh's most ambitious book, 
The Balliols; and three dark horses that show more than ordinary promise, — Woman 
Astride, by Nora Purtscher-Wydenbruck, Brassbound by Mary D. Bickel, and one book of 
non-fiction, Pirate Junk, by Clifford Johnson. Times are looking up! We've not had 
so hopeful a prospect for several months. 




















PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS — Fiction 
(These books are anybody's guess. Here's what we think) 





July 17 
Jepson, Margaret VIA PANAMA Harper 


Another cruise novel. Harpers certainly took that disease hard. This time 
the trip from Southampton to New Zealand means five weeks in which various and sundry 
applecarts are toppled over, people fall in and out of love, marriages are made and 
unmade, pregnancies and appendicitis introduce new slants on current problems, and 
the monotonous round of shipboard life with the conventional high spots of the ship's 
concert, the inevitable fancy dress party, and so on find place amid the battledore 
and shuttlecock of personalities in too close conjunction. However — the circulating 


library audience will find it entertaining enough reading. $2.00 
July 26 
Riddell, Florence MISTY PATHWAY Lippincott 


Circulating library drip, with an even more impossible plot than the usual 
variety, but a bit of travel lore to redeem the darkest spotse What does the perfect 
heroine do when she meets the tall lean man, and discovers — when it is too late —- 
that the blonde woman has been his mistress? Your guess is as good as the author's, 
Result, it turns out to be.a love story without its quota of love — apple pie without 
the cheese. $2.00 


July 2T A if 
Young, Stark SO RED THE ROSE Scribner 


P(ersonal) B(ookshop) I like it — not because of the story, for that is a bit il- 
lusive, but because it recreates family life, visiting back and forth between plan- 
tations, in the period immediately preceding the Civil War, in the Mississippi River 
district near Natchez, and because the people seem like real human beings, and not 
the screen version of Southern damsels and courtly gentlemen. A book made to order 
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for the Stribling and MacKinlay Kantor audience, a book that does not sentimentalize 
the cause, but presents the problems as if they were live problems here and nor, 
intricate and interwoven with traditions that could not be uprooted by rationaliza-— 
tion of theory. The story carries through the war — but the impact of personalities, 
the one on the other, that is the theme rather than the war itself, though one shares 
Closely the heart—break of Shiloh, of the Fall of Vicksburg, of the bombardment of 
Natchez. Bears closer analogy to the author's Heaven Trees, in considering sales 
possibility. | $2250 

















Scarlett, Rebecca THE MONKEY'S TALE Scribner 


A psychological novel, depicting a "fascinating" woman in a man-made world. 
Unfortunately, the drawing of the central character does not sustain the claim, one 
feels that she is a puppet of the author's theme. The setting is chiefly New York, 
and the theatrical background of a playwright where rules may be broken without com— 
pletely spoiling the game. Primarily a woman's book — rather sophisticated, without 
being "smart". $2650 


July 30 
Collier, John DEFY THE FOUL FIEND Knopf 
























If you can imagine Anne Green and "Colette" and just a dash of Robert Nathan 
stirred into one mold, and producing by their combined efforts a flippant novel of 
the illegitimate son of an impecunious nobleman, and of his adventures in a somewhat 
yd distorted modern world for which he is utterly unprepared — there you have this 
novel, sub—titled The Misadventures of a Heart. Ultra-—sophisticated and ultra-naive 
by turns. But the market is the caviar palate, not Boston baked beans and brown 





bread. $2.50 
July 31 

Buchan, John THE FREE FISHERS Houghton,Mifflin 

P.B. Scotland of the 1815 period, and a vigorous picture of the complexities of 


life in which a minister of the Kirk and professor of the University finds himself 
involved when he attempts to straighten out the entanglements of an ex—pupil who is 
up to the neck in hot water. The "free fishers" is the name of an organization 
which, under cover of protecting fisher rights, does a bit of free trade and govern- 
ment secret seryice.e There is romance and adventure — pungent driving scenes in the 
grand manner — dialect which swings along easily enough - historical fiction which 

is superior to the Farnol school, but might appeal to the more discriminating among 
the Farnol readerse Market closer to that of the author's Witch Wood, than of others 





he has done, perhaps. $2050 
August 3 

Prichard, Ettie Stephens OLD FARM Appleton—Century 

P.B. An Illinois farm at the period when it was a milestone on the westward trek 


of the covered wagons, cowboys with a dubious past, the pioneers striking out for new 
@ frontiers to conquer. <A book for the market of Bromfield's The Farm — of Rose Wilder 
Lane's Let The Hurricane Roar - of Gladys Hasty Carroll's As the Earth Turns. There 
is drama in the daily round, in the strangers at the gate, in the arrival of the 
traveling threshing machine, in the overhanging peril of hog cholera, in the new 
terror of kidnapping. And it is in this picture of the life - in the sense of one- 
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ness with the soil — in the characterization, particularly that of a twelve year old 
girl,her family and the "help" - it is in this that the interest lies. An ideal 


"family reading" book. $2.00 
August 3 

Purtscher—Wydenbruck, Nora WOMAN ASTRIDE Appleton—Century 

P.B. There may be slim foundation for the facts in this fictionized biography 


of Judith von Lee, but that matters not a whit when the author succeeds in making 
it such rattling good reading. Judith von Lee, it seems, was a warrior maiden, a 
German of high degree who escaped the trammels of a closely guarded home and fled, 
disguised as a youth, with the Swedish officer who had won her heart. ‘The period 
was that of the Thirty Years Wars, and we follow Judith in her dramatic career, 
heaping up military honors, captive in a Turkish harem, dvelist, dancer, politician, 
partisan of lost causes, an adventurer, hiding under her military garb a passionate 
devotion, first to her Swedish hero — later to the English youth who never guessed 
her secret, nor knew that the lovely mistress who visited him at night was the com- 
rade at arms by daye 4A good yarn — and stands a chance of catching the imagination 


of the publics $2250 
August 6 // 

Waugh, Alec THE BALLOIS Farrar & Rinehart 

P.Be There is more chance of a wide public for this than, possibly, anything 


else Alec Waugh has written. There is more to chew on — less of the delicate touch 

which sometimes verged on fantasy in earlier work — a deeper philosophy of life today. 
Through the chronicle of an average English family, one sees the pre-war period in 

London, militant suffrage getting under way, rumblings of coming upheavals virtually 
ignored, the old way accepted as the final word; then the war, not sugar—coated, but 

stark and disillusioning; and after that the deluge — post-war Ingland and the break-— 
down of tradition. The members of the family bring one into intimate touch with , 
each facet of the prism. It rings true. $2250 


August 8 
Maugham, W. Somerset EAST AND WEST Doubleday, Doran 
P.Be An omnibus volume of Maugham short stories, thirty of them, with an intro- 
duction by the author. Made to order for the Maugham fans — and for the public that 
seized upon The Traveler's Library, and similar collections. in $3.00 
by ta) 
Auguet—5 p 

Bickel, Mary De BRASSBOUND ? - |12-~3Y" gywerd, Medann 
P.Be Yes, it's good —- I was afraid, after all the ballyhoo, that it might not 


be. Suggests The State Versus Elinor Norton, The Bellamy Trial, The Paradine Case, 

in that it is a flashback type of tale, starting with a murder trial, and building 

the story up to the point of the trial, telescoping the end. The author handles her 
material with assurance and vigor, has a keen sense of plot and character, and a 

reserve power that would indicate that this is not just a flash in the pan. The pub— 
lishers are excited about it, and putting plenty of push behind it. Sell as you 

sell Mary Roberts Rinehart and Frances Noyes Hart, on the basis of its being a good 
story, rather than a mystery thriller, $2.00 ~~ 
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DAWN AFTER DANGER Coward, McCann 








Strawbridge, Anne W. 


Shows potentialities — but it doesn't come off. The story of a double 
triangle situation, and of misunderstandings due to the absorption of one of the 

men in the case in business interests, first and foremost. One of these Puss—in—the 
Corner games applied to life, only conventions intervene, and the partners do not 
change places after all, but make adjustments and start fresh. $2.00 - 







August 9 J 










Hampson, John BROTHERS AND LOVERS Farrar & Rinehart 


A book for a selective audience — a delicate handling of a tenuous theme, 
that wrongly handled might be unwholesome and suggestive. An emotional situation 
between brothers results in the younger brother taking over the responsibilities and 
claims of the elder, when an accident puts an end to his life. And out of this sac-— 
rifice to the ideal of his love, grows new emphasis, a new focus of life, and event— 
ually love for the girl he had married to give his brother's child a name. There is 
an underlying thread of realistic disillusion and bitterness which creates a sense 
of unrest. Well done, this novel will appeal to the discriminating reader, though 
not to a very wide public. $2. ge 


Olden, Balder BLOOD AND TEARS ]- hia LJ Apple ton-Century 













A wholly unnecessary book — in view of the fact that the subject — the 
Jewish picture of the Hitler regime — has already been presented admirably from 
writers better qualified than this one to present the pleae Propaganda is no excuse 
for a book, unless the material is crying for presentation, and unless the advocate 
© gets to first base as a craftsman, On neither score does this book qualify. ‘he 
one redeeming feature is the occasional passionate note of authenticity. $2.00 ~~ 



















y- /O 
Knoblock, K. T. A WINTER IN MALLORCA Harper 
P.B. An entertaining addition to the company of South Wind satellites, and good 





reading, of the amusing, satirical and essentially modern genre. The setting is the 
melting pot of Mallorca (since it has been "discovered"), and a fantastic collection 
of people make confusion worse confounded for Peter, who has brought his bride and 
his mother-in-law to Mallorca, so that he may have a peaceful setting in which to 
write a novele The daily round is a carousel — much more entertaining to read about 


than to sharee $2.00 
Peattie, Louise Redfield WIFE TO CALIBAN Minton, Balch 
P.B. There is in the essential spirit of this book, something that stirs the 


memories and recalls The Great Desire, by Alexander Black, 10 these many years back, 
a great book in its day. It is the story of a hunchback — a great spirit in a crooked 
body — and of his love for Eva, whom he marries to save her from poverty and possible » 
death. Tried in the fire, Eva eventually finds that love has grown for him, and that 
his body does not matter. A book that might have been marred by sentimentality, but 
that is written with keen perceptions and a true sense of values. The setting shifts 





from London to the continent, and back againe $2200 
Ferguson, Blanche Smith BLOSSOMS IN THE MOON Penn Publishing 
@ Good bet for the circulating library specializing in wholesome romance, 


and sure fire for the conservative reading public, the Margaret Pedler, Grace Rich— 
mond fans. The story of a girl who thought she wanted to marry money, but refused 
it when chance came her way, and of the ducks that turned out to be swans, figurative— 
ly speaking, and of the young doctor who gradually won her love. Maryland is the 

setting for this summer romance. $2.00 
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August 13 


Corliss, Allene LET US BE FAITHFUL Farrar & Rinehart 


"The first year" — but instead of the small town problem that has been made 
familiar on stage and screen and in books, this is the first year for a very modern 
young couple, the man trying to write a first novel, the girl running a smart dress 
shop, and both convinced that marriage need not entail any sense of mutual posses— 
sion or any concern with past or present, in so far as outside contacts are concerned. 
Just how this all works out — and the rocks and shoals encountered before they real-— 
ized that human neture is human nature, makes entertaining reading without too much 
strain on the mentality. g2e00 yy 


August 16 
O'Hara, John APPOINTMENT IN SAMARRA Harcourt, Brace 


Hard-hitting realism applied to a new subject, Instead of the proletariat 
novel — or the underworld -— or the perverts — this time the microscope is applied to 
the country club set in a town not many miles from a large city (in this instance 
Philadelphia). ‘The story moves along swiftly, and gathers momentum as it approaches 
the inevitable — and yet wholly unwarranted — end. As we read we seem to get under 
the skin of the characters, sensing their very innermost thoughts and emotions. is 
this because John O'Hara has uncanny insight into "what makes the wheels go round" — 
or does his translation of thought and word and deed into language only in recent 
years accepted in the parlor (and then only in the ultra-modern set) materially aid 
in creating the illusion? It's good reading — but will shock a large number of your 
readers, not because of the story, or any part of it, but wholly because of the D. H. 
Lawrence terminology being expanded to reflect the thought processes of the would—be— 
shock—proof post-war generation, The youngsters may find it striving for effect — 
the oldsters will shrink from the baldness of presentation — but there is a middle 
sroup, in the large eastern cities, in the smart suburbs, in the communities where 
there is a "fast" clan, that will read it and discuss it and enjoy it for its honesty, 
its force, its straight shooting approach to current problems. But watch your step. 

$2050 
August 22 


Lindsay, Jack ROME FOR SALE Harper 


Surely no one who agonized through Cicero in High School will be thrilled 
at the thought of a novel of Rome in the days of the famous Catiline conspiracy. 
Not even the suggestion that history repeats itself, and that we find today parallels 
for almost every phase of Catiline's struggle to over—throw the oligarchy, stirs 
enthusiasm in most of our minds. So possibly I was prejudiced in advance. Whatever 
the cause, I was thoroughly bored — and decided that the mist which obscured the 
events of those days was not wholly due to a weakness in my translation of intricate 
passages — but rather to the confusion of the facts themselves. Perhaps the scholar— 
ly minded will seize upon it with avidity — as the London critics seem to have done — 
but I doubt whether the American public will swell the ranks materially. Not a chance 
of catching more than the fringe of the popularity of I, Claudius - Pass it up. $2,50 





Macaulay, Rose GOING ABROAD Harper 


P.Be Here's a bit of spoofing at the expense of the Oxford which may 
offend a few of your customers who take it at all to heart — but which will tickle 
the risibles of those who understand its foibles and appreciate its sincerities and 
keep their sense of humor uppermost. Picture the missionary spirit getting too much 
for a group, and setting the Basque Coast by the ears. All must be converted, from 
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the good Bishop of Zanadu down to the Basque fisher folk. A ludicrous kidnapping 
further complicate things — but achieves what it was designed to do. There's a spot 
too much religion, spoofed and otherwise — but for the most part it is delicious 
irony, unique and hugely entertaining. Rose Macaulay has a distinct following — this 
will delight them, $2250 


August 23 / 


Baldwin, Faith HONOR BOUND Farrar & Rinehart 































Faith Baldwin succeeds in sustaining alevel of pleasant, facile tales, 
modern enough in tone to catch the patrons of circulating libraries who want their 
romance without saccharine, and who resent trash. Again she writes of New York, and 
of a girl with a good job who falls in love with a man with a good income, and finds 
it difficult to convince him that it is not his income she is seeking. Left high 
and dry, she marries another derelict — and they find that happiness can be built on > ee 


securer foundations than first love. $2.00 
August 24 \y 

Dobie, Charles Caldwell PORTRAIT OF A COURTESAN Apple ton-Century 

P.Be A vivid semi—historical novel of San Francisco at the turn of the century. 


Whether there is foundation of fact in the characters and plot, or whether only the 
setting and incidents and minor characters are drawn from the archives of the city, 
only a native son would kmow. But for the rest of us, it is a good story, and gives 
a sense of the peculiar and unique flavor of that queen of cities at the Golden Gate. 
@ Charles Caldwell Dobie knows whereof he writes, and every turn of phrase seems to 
bring the city to life, - old and new jostling elbows, Chinatown and the Barbary 
Coast and the Market Street joints and the oddly assorted types of humanity that 
drifted together there. Against this setting is told the story of a young aspiring 
artist -— and of his love (and hate) for the milliner's apprentice who aimed to have 
a career like Du Barry, and who kept her heart for him, through storm and stress, 
An important book, sure of a good press, and of the impetus of local sales through 


the west, to start the ball rolling. $2.50 “ 
Seaford, Caroline GLORY JAM Minton, Balch 
PB. The family fortunes are on the skids, so — minus any glimmer of an idea of 


what it is all about — Perry turns the family home into an inn, and eventually emerges 
from a vague atmosphere of bewilderment to find that it might be possible to make a 
go of it. The guests and the neighbors add to the fun, and the whole makes a de~ © 
lectable bit of nonsense, — mad, amusing, and now and again biting commentary on 
phases of English life. It's not an important book — but it has the makings of a 
successful light novel — possibly will get the sort of market The Flowering Thorn 





achieved a few months ago. $2.00 
August 28 
Hannum, Alberta Pierson THE HILLS STEP LIGHTLY Morrow 
@ P.Be Here's a candidate for the market which enjoyed South Moon Under, and 
(although there is no "period" embellishment in this instance) Lamb_in His Bosom. 





The setting is the Carolina mountains, a generation back. There is — perhaps — more 
popular appeal than in the author's first book, _Thursday April, which, nonetheless, 
won commendation among discriminating readers, and deserved a wider reading than it 
earned. It is the story of Deborah, and of the two men who dominated her life, the 
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one standing for the sturdy simple things, the other for the glamor and romance. 
Through her story you get a sense of fundamental values, not glossed over and senti- 
mentalized, and of one facet of American traditions and inheritance which we cannot 
ignore. And — with all this - it is a fine story, beautifully told. $2.50 


The following material received too late for inclusion June 15th 





July 10 
Espina, Concha THE WOMAN AND THE SEA Henkle 


Selection of the Catholic Book Club. This may help to widen the American 
public of the woman generally considered the greatest woman writer of Southern Europe. 
A searching study of a woman, who in her hunt for happiness as the be all and the end 
all, destroys something irreplaceable, and comes to a realization of what she is, of 
her selfishness and cruelty. The picture is essentially Latin — the contrast between 
the intellectual woman and the traditional Spanish lady of high degree is no tribute 


to modern womene $250 
July 13 


Romanof, Panteleimon ON THE VOLGA Scribner 


Short stories of Russians under the Soviet regime, varying in temp and theme, 
but all dealing with characters that ring true as human beings, rather than as pro— 
tagonists of a system. There are tragic stories and humorous stories, stories of 
incident and stories of character — sixteen in all. And in addition, there are three 
sketches of home life and factory régime in Soviet Russia. $2.00 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS — Non-fiction 
July 20 


Shuster, George N. STRONG MAN RULES ~“ Appleton—Century 


A calm, intelligent, broad-minded explanation of the situation in Germany 
and its historical interpretation. The Nazi faith, claims Mr. Shuster, is not the 
idea of one individual but the coordination of highly varied viewpoints, representing 
different racial influences, cultures, faiths and forms of government. His analysis 
of the parts played in the new German nationalism by theocratic, aristocratic, mil-— 
itaristic, primitive and racial influences is exceptionally well handled. He goes 
into the Nazi-Jewish problem and the reasons back of ite He discusses the disastrous 
effect on society of the principle, "the individual is nothing, the State is every— 
thing", — a tendency to halt all forms of social welfare. He warns his readers that 
there is to be "battle without mercy against those whose actions belie the common 
interest". And further states, "The Continent as a whole is in for a period of twi- 
light sleep, disturbed by nightmares. The destiny of the world has been intrusted 
to other continents." Good bibliography - chiefly German, with a few titles in : 
English. $2.00 

July 26 


Ponder, He We JAVA PAGEANT Lippincott 


Not a guide book, but a good background book for the traveler — and in- 
teresting reading for the stay~at-home. Lyrical description of Java, its history, 
customs, life, people, occupations, etc. The final chapters are of practical nature- 
suggestions and helpful hints for those planning to visit Java. Illustrated. $5,00 
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July 31 










Bianco, Antonio de Fierro RICO, BANDIT AND DICTATOR 


(Publication postponed from Spring list. Report appeared 12/15/33 and is 
repeated herewith.) "The author of The Journey of the Flame has written another fic-— 
tionized biography, dealing this time with the rise to power and the eventual dis— 
appearance of a Spanish-American bandit. Here's a budding Machiavelli, with a fully 
developed code of conduct for dictators of his ilk — a bandit at sixteen, a dictator 
at twenty. His beliefs and theories of government, religion, art, criminology and 
the position of women are all set forth. Colorful characters strut across his stage — 
The Woman of Atlan, whom Rico feared but obeyed, the Black Ghost, who collected and 
sold ears, La Gloria, Rico's first mistress, and so on. At the height of his power 
Rico vanishes and has not been seen since. Written with the same leisurely and yet 
virile approach that characterized The Journey of the Flame, it somehow lacks the 
sparkle and punch of that earlier book, and is distinctly less good reading. $2.00 (7) 


Houghton, Mifflin 






























August 3 - 
Olivier, Edith ALEXANDER, THE CORRECTOR Viking 
The sub—title reads:- "The Eccentric Life of Alexander Cruden." - That 
seems to be putting it mildly — or possibly it should be reversed and read:— "The 2 
Life of the Eccentric Alexander Cruden." What a strange person he was, this little ‘ 


Scotsman of the 18th century, whose Concordance is known today to every student of 
the Bible. Miss Olivier, known to a steadily widening public as the author of The 
Love Child and Dwarf's Blood, has turned to biography for the first time, and true 

@ to her traditions as an original, she has handled what might seem the subject for a 
brief paragraph in an encyclopedia of names, with wit and skill and subtle charm. 
Against a lightly etched background of his period, with all its foibles, she has . 
drawn a character alternately absurd and tragic, and yet distinguished by dignity and 
a zeal for strange crusades. Alexander Cruden had as an ultimate goal the reformation 
of the morals of England. If — en route — he happened to prepare a great Concordance, 
or to take the position of French reader to a nobleman, in spite of the fact that his 
reading consisted of spelling, letter by letter, the text before him, or to upset a 
number of women, worthy and unworthy, by forcing his persistent courtship upon them, - 
all of this was by the way. The madhouse, too, played its part. And the jails and 
law courts saw him frequently. <A strange subject — not in itself apt to create a 
demand for the book, but the handling is so extraordinarily brilliant that it may 
just happen to strike that elusive market controlled by "snob appeal". Probably most , 
of you have a few customers as a start, in any case. $2.50 Y 


August 9+ 
Yakhontoff, Gen. Victor A. THE CHINESE SOVIETS Coward, McCann 


Have we in the offing the threat of a deluge of books on the Soviet régime 
in China, comparable to the Russian deluge? If so, here is the opening wedge in the 
flood gate, a thoroughly workmanlike job of presenting a comprehensive picture of the 
Situation. The historical background and basis on which the Communistic Party of 
Central China has built is given; the career of the Chinese Red Army, in spite of in- 
adequate equipment amazingly successful, is outlined, and the organization of a work- 

_ er's government is shown as an established thing. The material is presented with al- 
most too much detachment. One could wish for a little more sparkle and fire. But at 
least the reader is given the facts and may draw his own conclusions as to whether 
Communism is likely to take permanent root in China, and if so in what form, and how 
this will effect the foreign relations of China. An essential book for anyone who 
would be up to date on international matters, and for all interested in the spread of 
















July 1, 1934 143 





Communism in the Orient. Frazier Hunt's This Bewildered World touches on the subject. 
A Chinese Testament indicates it. This is the only book concentrating wholly on the 


situation from all angles. $2675 
August 10 

Podolsky, Edward MEDICINE MARCHES ON Harper 

P.B, No, it is not just another book on the development of modern medical history. 


One could read Clendening's Behind the Docta and Joseph Inebel's Medicine and still 
find in this book not only a vast amount of information barely touched upon in the 
other two books, but so dramatic a presentation of new ways of treatment, new approach 
to old diseases, that one has a sense of welcoming a new world of science. It's good 
reading, too, and fires one with the desire to go into the highways and hedges and 
tell the world that it is no longer necessary to die from pernicious anemia, to go 
under the knife for stomach ulcers, to dread the onslaught of heart attacks, to des— 
pair of childlessness, to succumb to death of poisoning, to spoil one's disposition 
by excessive reducing diets. The market is first of all the medical profession, for 
it summarizes information that the medical journals present month after month to doc- 
tors too busy to read them. The market is next that vast number of laymen interested 
in health and disease. The sort of book that should be sold through personalized 
circular letters. $4.00 


August 14 





Adams, Grace YOUR CHILD IS NORMAL Covici, Friede 


A sane and practical book which every mother bitten with the bug of modern 
child psychology would find reassuring and enlightening. For here is no scare head 
about abnormality, but rather the assurance that deviation from the so-called normal 
is normal, and that home conditions and family conditions should be accepted as a 
matter of course, and individual problems dealt with in relation to the average set- 
cing. One gets a sense of the tendencies of children at different ages, their abil- 
ity to remember, their tendency to confuse anticipated events with actual happenings, 
and so one Handling of emergency situations is better attained through common sense 
than through rules. Original approach to cut and dried subjects, such as Training 
and Talent, Where Do Babies Come From? Memory and Habits, Punishment and Reward, 
and so one Humor and sanity characterize the book throughout. Sell to club groups, 


parent-teacher organizations, and so on. Emphasis on children under sevene $2200 
August 16 
Charles, Edward & Mary INDIAN PATCHWORK Harcourt, Brace 


An enlightening book, at times a repulsive book, on the India encountered 
by whites who go there to teach and help the natives. The material is drawn from 
the diaries and notes made when Mr. Charles was principal of a large, mixed Hindu- 
Moslem University College in Central India, 1927-1928. One feels, in reading the 
book, that no white man or woman can tackle the problems created by superstition, 
the caste system, the filthy ignorance and indifference of the masses. It will take 
native philosophers, martyrs and scholars to accomplish it through generations of re- 
education. There is no attempt made to generalize on conditions. It is specifically 
a personal experience book, and as such carries conviction. The ease of reading is 
considerably hampered by the incessant use of initials and dashes to indicate names, 
Otherwise the subject matter is absorbingly interesting, entertainingly presented 
and never heavy handed. $2.00 
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August 22 


Devan, S. Arthur EXERCISE WITHOUT EXERCISE Dodd, Mead 


Here's a book that aims to prove that proper practice in normal activities 
will supply all the necessary exercise for health and good figures. Most of the 
world does most of these wrong, — sitting, walking, breathing, standing, and 
so on. Concentration and proper knowledge of how they should be done will eventually 
establish proper habits. A book for those to whom the daily dozen has become an 
abomination. Perhaps it is too simple a cure-all to be popular. $ 1.25 


The following material received too late for inclusion June 15th 





July 5 
Brown, Ivor I COMMIT TO THE FLAMES Harper 


"Arson is one of the oldest forms of aesthetic criticism"— and therefore 
Brown cémmits in unholy glee everything in which he sees no good to the burning of 
his caustic tongue. Little escapes, where the modern aspects of the cult of "“unin-— 
telligence" is too much for him:— the philosophy of D. H. Lawrence, sex in literature, 
the "blood and guts" school of writers, endurance contests, the new psychology, 
modern poetry, impressionistic sculpture, the Oxford liovement, and so on amd on. He 


pricks the bubbles of pretense and holds the remains up to scorn. $2.00 
July 13 

Johnson, Clifford PIRATE JUNK Scribner 

Po Be Grand reading, and might capture the public imagination and go over with a 


vang, for it has many of the qualities that make Mutiny on the Boynty universally 
popular, and that helped put Brazilian Adventure on the best seller lists. Peter 
Fleming, by the way, has written a seductive introduction....Clifford Johnson was 
one of the four officers taken off the Nanchang at the mouth of the Liao Ho River, 
and held prisoner for five months on a pirate junk. Using anything that came to 
hand, cigarette papers, scraps acquired in various ways, the diary was kept from 
March 29 to September 7, 1933, and an absorbing and exciting record it is. Clothes 
and personal property had been seized by their captors, sleep and food were almost 
nil, cleanliness an impossibility, escape guarded against by relentless captors who 
insulted and threatened them at every turn. Since very little of the information 
got into the newspapers, this is virtually all "news" and should be sure fire for all 
men readers and adventure-loving women. $2250 





Recommended Mysteries, Westerns and Thrillers 
July 17 
Bunshon, Ee Re TRUTH CAME OUT Houghton, Mifflin 


Quiet English model involving the landed gentry, a stolen bottle of poison, 
a stabbed victim, a dropped pistol, water tight alibis and Scotland Yard. $2.00 


Gregory, Jackson THE ISLAND OF ALLURE Dodd, Mead 





Pearl Island, a mysterious, lovely maiden, pirates and mad adventure. 
Rate as a thriller rather than a conventional mystery story. 


$2.00 
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Rhode, John THE ROBTHORNE MYSTERY Dodd, Mead 
Another Dr. Priestley yarn involving the death of a twine $2.00 
July 18 
Beeding, Francis THE STREET OF THE SERPENTS Harper 


Good adventure with the mystery secondary. The heroine, in spite of her 
multiplicity of escorts, gets pretty rough treatment. Real literary merit. $2.00 


July 26 
Taylor, Phoebe Atwood SANDBAR SINISTER Nor ton 
Another Asey Mayo—Cape Cod mystery is assurance of a good yarn and convinc- 
ing atmosphere and delicious twists of humor. $2.00 
Juky-2p— a 
Sharp, Willoughly MURDER OF THE HONEST BROKER Claude Kendall 
liurder on the floor of the stock exchange, poisons ad lib, kidnapping, and 
many complications. Good reading and an ingenious solution. $2.00 
July 31 
Tuttle, W. C. THE SANTA DOLORES STAGE Houghton, Mifflin 


A good one - and Hashknife Hartley again solves all problems satisfactor— 
ily. Cattle stealing, murders ani uncertain identity combined with romance. $2.00 


August 9 
Wynne, Anthony DEATH OF A BANKER Lippincott 


Killing them off, one way and another, — this time with a big knife that 
seemed to have no place on the hunting field. Scotland Yard to the rescue. $2.00 


August 14 
Raine, William MacLeod THE TRAIL OF DANGER Houghton, Mifflin 


A western of the early days in San Francisco, and considerably better than 
the averagee Spanish gentlemen, desperados and senoritas play their part. $2.00 


August 30 
Turnbull, Margaret THE COAST ROAD MURDER Je Be Lippincott 


American so-called society with a girl reporter acting detective. the 
setting is a roadhouse where a week end house party is disporting itself. $2.00 
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Engle, P, 


Gannett, Lewis 
Harris, Ee 


Miller, Me 
Hedin, S. 
Ford, Le 


Flynn, John T, 
Footner, He. 
Hughes, R. 
Channing, M. 
Coe, C. Fe 
Collins, A. Fe 
Gribble, Le Re 


Toussaint—Samat 


Bassett, S. W. 
Henri, Ee 
Pratt, F. 


A BOOK OF GREAT AUTOBIOGRAPHY (D.D.) 


July 2 - 
July 3 - 
July6 -~ 
July9 - 





Bassett, Helen Ware — 


Ford, Leslie - 
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Note These Changes in Prices and Publication Dates 











AMERICAN SONG (D.D.) from 6/20 - 7/3 Price changed from $1.50 to 
$1.75 (Page 122 ) 

SWEET LAND (D.D.) trom 7/3 ~7/25 Price from $1.75 to $2.00 (Page 119) 
THE BARTER LADY (D.D.) from 7/11 - 7/25 pe from $2.75 to $3.00 

| Page 130 
THE SECOND HOUSE FROM THE CORNER (Dutton) from Ae ~ 8/20 (Page 120) 
A CONQUEST OF TIBET (Dutton) from 7/10 - 7/17 (Page 130) | 
THE STRANGLED WITNESS (F. & R.) from 7/2 - 7/9 (Page 132) 


SECURITY SPECULATION ( H.B.) from 7/12 - 8/2 (Page 130) 

DANGEROUS CARGO (Harper) from 7/18 — 8/10 (Page 123) 

LOVE SONG (Harper) from 8/22 - 8/10 (Page 129) 

KING COBRA (Lippincott) from 7/12 - 7/19 (Page 104) 

RANSOM (Lippincott) from 6/28 - 7/12 (Page 118) 

THE NEW WORLD OF SCIENCE (Lippincott) from 7/12 - 8/9 (Page 130) 
THE SECRET OF TANGLES (Lippincott) from 7/26 - 7/12 (Page 12h) 

THE DEAD MAN AT THE WINDOW (Lippincott) from 7/12 - 7/26 (Page 123) 
TURNING TIDE (Penn) from 7/15 -7/6 (Page 126) 

HITLER OVER EUROPE (S. & S.) from 7/25 -8/2 (Page 131) 


THE HEROIC YEARS (S. & H. ) from August to October (Page 1 
from 4/11 ~ 7/25- Price from ghP38 t°$4.00(P.130) 


Here Are Our Bets for July 1 - July 15 





Lawrence, Josephine — YEARS ARE SO LONG (Stokes) - See page 125 
Sholokhov, Mikhail — AND QUIET FLOWS THE DON (Knopf) - See page 114 


TURNING TIDE (Penn) - See page 126 
THE STRANGLED WITNESS ( F. & R.) - See page 132 


Walsh, Maurice — THE ROAD TO NOWHERE (Stokes) - See page 114 


July 12 — 


July 13 - 


duly 15 = 


Faulkner, Virginia 
Gibbs, A. Hamilton - 
Vidal, lois 


Bigland, Eileen 


Orczy, Baroness 


~ FRIENDS AND ROMANS (S. & S.) — See page 125 
RIVERS GLIDE ON (L. B.) -— See page 115 
~ MAGPIE (L. Be) — See. page 120 


— GINGERBREAD HOUSE (A.-C,) - See page 126 
~ A SPY OF NAPOLEON (Putnam) - See page 126 


Posters available on Naomi Jacobs, FOUR GENERATIONS (Macmillan) - Page 127 
Herbert A. P. HOLY DEADLOCK (D.D.) Chosen for Book-of—the-lonth for August, so 
perhaps the appeal is wider than its very English problem would indicate, 
Watch it ° 





(Page 116) 
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RECOMMENDED JUVENILES 





For the Picture Book Age 


Already Published 


Bryan, Marguerite & Dorothy FUN WITH MICHAEL Doubleday, Doran 
Michael, the wire-haired, becomes a sailor. There is more story and less 

direct and simple pictures than in its popular predecessors. $1.00 

Hogan, Inez NICODEMUS AND THE LITTLE BLACK PIG Dutton 

_ The best of the entertaining picture—story books about the very human small 

colored boy. This time he decides that the newly born black pig is his very own, 

and tries to bring it up by hand, away from the old sow. $1.00 


The Earliest Story Book Group 





August 
Bianco, ldargery THE GOOD FRIENDS Viking 
o The next step up the ladder from the market for her favorite Velveteen 


Rabbit. An animal story with a very original plot. A farmer has been taken ill 

afid his animals decide to shift for themselves at the farm, rather than separate and 
visit the neighbors. Then the S.P.C.A. interferes, and a neighbor's grandchild puts 
her oar in and rescues them. Although the animals are humanized to some extent, it 
it is not in any sense the "bedtime story" type of thing, but seems very natural and 





amusing and just as it should be. For the six to nine year olds. $150 
he i. ae 
For the Ten to Fourteen Year Olds / 
Fiction 
July ll 
Seaman, Augusta, H. THE INN OF THE TWIN ANCHORS Doubleday, Doran 


THE RIDDLE AT LIVE OAKS 


Two mystery stories, one a story of the dunes and of a hermit who plays 
a Stradivarius at night; the other a story of Savannah, and the lost and buried 
family treasure. Mrs. Seaman tells a good yarn and is a favorite with girls. $1.75 


Late August ad 
Ea 7 in 
Hawthorne, Elizabeth TABITHA OF THE LONELY HOUSE ~/: ppletonCentury 
* A very good girl's story, the setting Concord of the time of Emerson and 


Louisa Alcott, and against that setting a mystery story of a lonely little girl who 
lives in a seemingly deserted house with an aunt who has withdrawn from the world, 

4A book that has enough educational value in the picture of the period and the famous 
Concord group, to be especially good for public and school libraries. $2.00 4 
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Non-Fiction 






July 
WHEN THE STARS COME OUT Viking 









Baker, Robert He 






*% The best star book for younger readers I have yet found. Teaches astronomy 
as constant familiarity with a planetarium would teach it, rather than in fanciful 

vein. Gives a sense of the adventure of modern science, and a grasp of some sort of 
sense of the universe as such and our place init, Fully illustrated, $2.50 












For the Teen Age Group 
Already Published 
Pease, Howard THE SHIP WITHOUT A CREW Doubleday, Doran 

























A story of the South Seas — good adventure — good mystery — and of the de- 
termination of an American boy to clear his father from the libel attached to his 
name. $2.00 


August & |“ 
Corbett, Elizabeth GROWING UF WITH THE GRAPERS Appleton—Century 


The Grapers seem to have made a place for themselves, so presumably there 
@ will be a demand for this story of their college days. But it seems to me a distinct 
drop in quality. $2.00 


August 3 
Grant, Capt. Geo. H. CONSIGNED TO DAVY JONES Little, Brown 


Sequel to Half Deck — autobiographical account of a voyage on the half 
deck of a British tramp steamer, the Monarch, under Capt. McFarlane, from the Firth 
of Clyde to Africa, across the Atlantic to the Barbadoes, New Orleans, and back. 
War was declared while they were in Africa, and the ship is pursued by a submarine, 
and blown up. Pranks and adventures of four cadets — lots of excitement. A chance 


for a double sale, as it would appeal to men liking sea stories, and to teen age boys. 
$2.00 


September 7 


Caryell, He Ve. TAN — TA — KA Little, Brown 


Good adventure for boys, in the story of Henry, a pioneer lad of 180, of 
the St. Louis trading post, of their flight after his father was forced to killa 
man, and of his capture by the Dakotahs, and living with them as the adopted son of 
the chief. Good boy story — good dog story — good Indian lore. $2.00 


Note: Asterisks indicate special recommendation. 


From now on, through November, juvenile books will be reported in every issue, The 
October first issue will include a check list with page referenges to books already 
reported, and in that way constitute a reminder for those who reserve their juvenile 
orders for Fall placement. 







